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 Term 4, Issue 9      25th September 2019 
    

 
It has been a very busy end to Term 3 and I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of 

Mrs Wildish, Mrs Nolan, myself and all staff to thank parents for their ongoing support and 

students for their continuing hard work. We really do appreciate it. 

Saturday, 31st August saw Mrs Whittle and Mrs Bell taking two teams of Year 5 and 6 

students to compete in the Tournament of the Minds competition at ECU, Joondalup. During 

this competition the students had to perform an act they had had several weeks to prepare 

(without any adult help or involvement) in front of three judges. They then had 15 minutes to 

prepare an answer to an unseen riddle type question. As always our students have shown 

innovation and thoughtfulness in their responses to the challenges set with the judges 

commenting favourably on how well prepared the students were. Congratulations to all 

involved! 

On Saturday 14th September Mrs Croker led a team of Year 5 and 6 students in the annual 

Chinese Speaking Competition held at UWA. While we did not win the competition, the 

students performed incredibly well and we are very proud of them all. A huge Thank you to 

Mrs Croker for working with the students to prepare them and ensuring they were ready to 

compete in a very competitive field.  

The early part of Term 3 was spent preparing for our Athletics Carnival which was held on 

Friday 6th September. The weather cooperated and the students not only competed 

exceptionally well but also displayed excellent sportsmanship throughout the day even 

though time was against us and we had to postpone some events. The students have since 

completed these events during class time.  The TRPS team who competed at the MDSA 

Interschool Athletics Carnival were an absolute credit to our school – again competing at their 

best but also displaying the best sportsmanship on the day. Congratulations to them all and 

to Mr Schweda as they won the Small Schools’ Trophy. 

Over the course of Term 3 all students from Years 1 to 6 have competed in the annual Two 

Rocks Talk Up Competition. In this, students in each year level were given a specific subject to 

research, prepare a 2 – 3 minute speech on and then present to their classmates. Finalists 

had to present the speech a second time. Thank you to Mrs Bell for all her hard work in 

coordinating this competition and for arranging Monday’s Talk Up assembly. The students’ 

speeches were informative, interesting and exceptionally well presented. 

The next two weeks are school holidays. I would like to remind you that students return to 

school on Monday 14 October 2019. I trust you will all have a restful, safe holiday and we’ll 

see you after the break. 

 

        Alison Pinches 

Principal’s Pen  

 

 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Start 28th September 

End 14th October  

 

Enjoy & stay safe! 



Thankyou to all the parents who came along and supported our 

2019 Art Show. 

It was a great turn out! 

 

 

Dates for your Diary Term 4 

 

First day of  
Term 4 

Transition 



 

 

 
 

Kindy 
We have had a very busy end of term in Kindergarten. We attended the whole school Book Week assembly and dressed up 
as our favourite story book character. All term we worked hard at developing our gross motor skills and we demonstrated 
how well we have progressed during our first sports carnival. Even the Gingerbread Man wasn't as fast as we were! To 
finish off our term of learning about Fairy Tales we followed the clues left by The Lamington Man to find some treasure. It 
was lots of fun! 
 
Pre-Primary 
In Pre-Primary we went on a fantastic excursion to Cockman House in Wanneroo to find out about how children used to 
live in the olden days. We had a great time doing some daily chores such as doing the washing on a wash board, making 
dunny paper and shoeing the horses. We also loved playing old fashioned games such 
as quoits and tic tac toe.  
In STEM we are preparing for a season fashion show as our project requires us to 

design and make clothes out of newspaper for a given season! It's going to be super 

fun. 

Year One 

The Year One's have been super busy towards the end of Term 3 with the Book Week Parade, Faction Carnival and Open 

Night. We wowed our teachers with our amazing costumes and thoroughly enjoyed the parade as we got to see all of the 

outstanding costumes across the school! In Week 7, we had the Faction Carnival where we displayed perseverance and 

confidence as we participated in the various sports events. In English, we have been exploring Procedures and created our 

own Wombat Stew after having the book read to us. In Maths, we have been learning how to round numbers and 

demonstrated our learning whilst playing an energetic 'Rounding to the Nearest Ten' game. In Week 9, we showcased our 

amazing work from the past three terms as our families came in for Open Night. 

What’s Happening 



 

What’s Happening 
Year Two 

We had a visit from Dr. Ron Ritchhart who showed the Two Rocks staff some strategies to visibly display student thinking. 

In Year Two, we have implemented the thinking routine 'Peel the Fruit' which assisted us in displaying our thinking about 

being water wise and thinking deeply about ways we could use water more efficiently. We also did a 'See, Think, Wonder, 

Connect' thinking routine about fossils. 
 

In Literacy, we have been focusing on procedure writing. We used our knowledge to follow the steps to make delicious 

scones for our special guests. We invited the senior citizens from Bethanie Village into our classroom to enjoy our home 

made scones. They allowed us to sketch their portraits for the ABC Senior Citizen Portrait Competition to celebrate World 

Senior Day. We enjoyed talking to them and listening to their interesting stories about the past. They thought our     

drawings were fantastic! 
 

In HASS, we have been looking at places of historical significance in the local community and  explaining why these places 

are important to people. We learnt that Atlantis Marine Park was once a thriving theme park where there were dolphins 

and lots of limestone statues, King Neptune being the biggest one. We made plasticine models of King Neptune, drew 

him and completed a Venn Diagram of the differences between the past and present structures in Two Rocks. We 

thought of other attractions we could have in Two Rocks for the future and ordered them using a Ranking Ladder in order 

of importance. We think a Two Rocks zoo would be fantastic! 

 

Year Three 

The last couple of weeks of term have been super busy in Year 3. We have been busy finishing off work ready to show our 

parents at parent night. In Literacy, we have been writing narratives. Miss Mott’s group have been writing about a space 

mission that went wrong. Funnily enough they all managed to mention bananas in there (Miss Mott’s most hated fruit). In 

STEM, we did an investigation that helped to prove that the sun in bigger than the moon using a basket ball, a tennis ball 

and an iPad. 

Year Four 

In Maths, we have been busy completing our City of Shapes posters where we are show casing our amazing work on our 
Maths projects. We have also been exploring number patterns and writing rules to find missing terms.  
 

In Literacy, we have been writing a persuasive text and using a wide range of techniques to persuade our audience. We 
are also using VCOP to up level our writing. 
 

In HASS, we have started to look at what life was like in the 1800s and are really looking forward to further exploring our 
new topic. 
 
Year Five 

In English Stars we have been learning about the differences between an autobiography and a biography. We have been 
using open and closed questions to ask our peers about their life with the aim of writing an engaging biography. 
 

In Numeracy we have been drilling our multiplications to ace our 0-12 times tables. We have also been using protractors 
to identify different angles which we have been finding challenging but we are enjoying using different mathematical 
tools for our learning.  
 



 

What’s Happening 
Year Six 
The Year Six students have had a busy few weeks. We have made Federopoly board games combing Monopoly and facts 

about Federation to create fun, educative and interactive board games. We celebrated "Are You OK?" day by reminding 

ourselves of how important it is to check up on our friends and notice any changes that may indicate they need someone 

to talk to. We demonstrated understanding of our novel studies by creating 3D Dodecahedron shapes to elaborate on the 

text to include, deBonos thinking hats, plot summaries and characterisation.  In Science and STEM we collaboratively 

created water filtration systems to clean dirty water using charcoal, sand, a filter and different sized rocks.  

 

 

News from the Chinese 

classroom.. 

On Saturday, 14 September, Kayla, Reuben, 
Blythe and Obaapa represented TRPS at the 
annual state Chinese Speaking Competition 
which was held at the University of Western 
Australia.   

Students in Year 5 and 6 who are learning 
Chinese as a foreign language across the state 
and coming from both public and private 
schools inclusively were invited to participate in 
this competition.  However, each school can 
only have two students in the Year 5 and year 6 category respectively.  Participants were asked to deliver a short speech 
between 1 and 1 ½ minutes in Chinese in front of a lecture theatre full of students, parents and teachers.   

During the in-school selection phase, Kayla, Reuben and Blythe submitted their draft ideas and planning documents on 
their chosen topics that showed potential to be developed into an interesting and engaging speech.  Obaapa was selected 
based on her prior experience in the Speaking Competition in 2018 and, above all, her commitment, confidence and 
ability to perform. 

Obaapa delivered a speech that was written by Matilda.  Matilda wrote an inspiring piece on self reflection and gave 
permission graciously for Obaapa to deliver at the speaking competition.  Kayla and Blythe talked about the interesting 
idiosyncrasies and dilemma with their beloved pets.  Reuben talked about his difficulties brought about by his popularity 
due to his sporting interests. 

All of our participants delivered the best version of their speeches on the day.  They were truly amazing behind the 
microphone.  Even though they did not win any places in the competition, they were not far off from reaching the 
podium.  Our students deserve a huge congratulations considering they were up against the top private schools such as 
Methodist Ladies College and Christ Church Grammar school as well as Oberthur Primary School, a public school, that 
does six hours of Chinese each week. 

Please join me in congratulating and thanking the parents and students who invested a lot of time, effort and hard work 
in support of this competition.  I am very proud of you all. 

 

Susan Croker 
Chinese Specialist Teacher 
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